
An introduction to William Blake’s Songs of Innocence and Ex-

perience followed by a close analysis of selected poems from 

the collection. Blake’s sources of inspiration, the nature of the 

poems, his unique process of printing and publication and the 

public response to his work are addressed. The relationship be-

tween word and image, the use of symbolism, and the possibility 

of alternative interpretations are considered through the study of 

representative poems. 
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