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Than all the sages can

The Daffodils

[ wander'd Jonely as a cloud

That floats on high o’cr vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,

A host of golden daffodils,

Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the brecze.

Continuous as the stars that shine
And twinkle on the milky way,
They stretch'd in never-ending line
Along the margin of a bay:

Wordsworth Ten thousand saw 1 at a glance
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance

The waves beside them danced, but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in glec: —

A Poct could not but be gay

In such a jocund company!

T gazed - and gazed — but litle thoughs
What wealth the show to me had brought;

For oft, when on my couch I lie

In vacant or in pensive mood,

They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;

And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.

An introduction to the English Romantic poets — Wordsworth,
Coleridge, Shelley, Byron and Keats, with a particular focus on
the life and poetry of John Keats. Demonstrates how shifting atti-
tudes towards the nature of man, his place in society and his re-
lationship to the natural world prompted new forms of poetry.
Considers poetry as autobiography, as social criticism and as a
vehicle for sublime flights of imagination.

ON FIRST LOOKING INTO CHAPMAN'S
HOMER

Mucn have I travell'd in the realms of gold.
And many goodly states and kingdoms seen ;
Round many western islands have I been

‘Which bards in fealty to Apollo hold.

Oft of one wide expanse had I been told
That deep-brow’d Homer ruled as his demesne;
Yet did I never breathe its pure serene

Till I heard Chapman speak out loud and hold:

Then felt I like some watcher of the skies
‘When a new planet swims into his ken ;

Or like stout Cortez when with eagle eyes
He star’d at the Pacific—and all his men

Look’d at each other with a wild surmise—
Silent, upon a peak in Darien.
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